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An Avalanche of Visitors to the National Parks. 


During the year just closed, travel to our nativnal parks, 






not including Hawaii and Mount McKinley, reached the great total of 






756,027 visitors. It is an increase over last year of nearly sev- 





It is an increase of fifty-five per cent over the 








enty per cent. 


previous record year of 1917, and an increase of one hundred and 













twenty-five per cent over the California Exposition year of 1915. 


That year in turn had brought twenty-five per cent more visitors 







to the national parks than the hichest year preceeding it. It was 






the first year of Stephen T. Mather's direction of the national 


parks. 







As a record of this year's increased national parks travel over 


last year's, however, the comparis.n is misleading because the big 






total includes 101,745 visiturs to the two national parks which 






were created during the current year, Lafayette, on the coast of 






Maine, anc the Grand Canyyn in Arizona. Deducting these, we have 







654,282 visitors this year to national parks which were in existence 






the ycar before and were then visited by 451,691 persons. The rate 






of increase fur the same fourteen national parks was forty-five per 


cent furing the current year. 







The fiqures, just compiled by the Department of the Interior 





te and including October 15, follow; 


~2- 
FIVE YEARS' ATTENDANCE AT THE NATIONAL PARKS. 





Name of Park 1915 1916 . 1917 1918 1919 





(1) a, (1) (1) (1) 
Hot Springs 115,000 118,740 135,000 140; 000 160, 490 


Yellowstone 51,895 35 ,849 35, 400 21,275 62,261 
Sequoia 7,647 10,780 18,510 15,001 30,443 
Yosemite 33,452 33,390 34,510 33,527 58,564 
General Grant 10,523 15 , 360 17,390 15,496 21,574 
Mount Rainier 35,166 23,989 35 ,568 43,901 55,232 


Crater Lake 11,371 12,265 11,645 13,231 16,645 


(1) 
Wind Cave 2,817 9,000 16,742 14,431 26,312 


Platt (000 (2) 000 (2) 900 (2) o00 (2) 00 


(1) (2) 
Sullys Hill 1,000 1,500 2,207 4,188 4,026 
Mesa Verde 663 1,385 2,223 2,058 2,287 


Glacier 14,265 12,839 18,387 9,086 18 ,956 
. (2) (1) (1) (2) 
51,000 117,186 101,497 169,492 


(1) (1) (2) 
Lassen Volcano 8,500 2,000 3,000 


Rocky Mountain 1) 3) 990 


Grand Canyon 37,745 


(1) 
Lafayette 64,000 





Totals 334,799 356 ,097 488 , 268 451,€91 756,027 


The increases over last year for individual parks are: Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, 14 per cent; Yellowstone, 145 per cent; Sequoia, 100 per cent; Yose- 
mite, 77 per cent; General Grant, 40 per cent; ciount Rainier, 26 per cemt; 


Crater Lake, 25 per cent; ‘ind Cave, 30 per cent; Giacier, 97 per cent, Rocky 





36 
Mountain, 67 per cent. Platt Nativnal Park in Oklahoma lost 30 per 
cent; Oklahomans were found in large numbers in other natiunal parks 
and in California during the summer. The name of the State dutted 


notel registers in all the resorts and fluttered on the flags of many 


thousands of touring motors all through the west. Oklahoma oil has 


brought widespread prosperity during the last several years. 
The first Association publication will be sent to members 
about the first of November. It is the report of an examination, made 


this summer of the new Grand Canyon National Park. 


Robert Sterling Yard, 


Executive Secretary. 


National Parks Association, 
1512 He Street, NW. 





